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“Find time everyday to read and grow”



 THE IMPORTANCE OF HOME READING

2:40pm - END OF SCHOOL DAY

Reading at home with your child has been proven in
multiple studies to have a significant impact on a child's
relational, academic & social/emotional skills, and their
success throughout life. 

By reading with your child at home, you are supporting
them to: 

Build Strong Literacy Skills:
Regular reading at home helps children develop ‘The
Big Six’: the areas children need to develop in order to
become proficient readers. These are: oral language,
phonological awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency
and comprehension. 

Build Confidence and Motivation:
Children who are provided with frequent opportunities
to practise reading at home with their families
demonstrate greater confidence in reading at school.
When children have a safe, supportive reading routine
at home, it fosters a love of reading and encourages
motivation and positivity. 

Reading at home also: 
Fosters a Lifelong love of Learning

Children who share enjoyable, positive reading
experiences with their family are more likely to read for
enjoyment as they grow. This fosters success and
inspires curiosity.

Reinforces School Learning: 
Providing children with a safe place to practise reading
in different contexts allows them to develop fluency,
and strengthens the home school connection which
leads to continued growth. 

Improves Concentration and Focus:
Consistent home reading helps children to build
sustained mental effort. It also encourages routine and
predictability.

Reading regularly with children from a young

age stimulates patterns of brain development

and strengthens parent-child relationships. This,

in turn, builds language, literacy, and social-

emotional skills. - Council on Early Childhood 

"The frequency of reading to children at a young age

has a direct causal effect on their schooling outcomes

regardless of their family background and home

environment." - Reading to young children: a head-start

in life, authored by: G. Kalb and J.C. van Ours

“Children who have an early
exposure to books, stories, reading
and libraries learn to read more
successfully, and do better at
school and in later life.” 

- Better Beginnings 



Decodable Readers are books that are constructed using letter-sound relationships 
that children have learned. They are an important tool in helping children build 
confidence and strengthen their reading foundations.
Decodable Reading Books: 

Contain words that follow phonics rules.
Are carefully sequenced to introduce new sounds and letters. 
Include high frequency ‘heart’ words. 
Students are able to decode and segment/blend sounds to read words.

Why Decodable Readers?
They are evidence based - we know that using phonics (letter and sound) skills to ‘sound
out’ (decode) words is how children learn to read! 
They progress in a systematic sequence and are designed to directly align with our
phonics lessons in class. Children know the sounds needed to sound out words.
There are no unknown sounds or ‘guess work’, and no need to use ‘picture clues’. Books
feel achievable, and supports accurate and fluent reading. 
Through sounding out words consistently, students develop confidence and
independence in reading. This then supports fluency development through building
automatic word recognition.
Once children master decoding skills through decodable readers, they are better
prepared to tackle more challenging texts with a wider vocabulary. 
The code (sounds) within decodable texts include single sounds (s), digraphs (sh) and
blends (sl). Children will also learn heart words that follow irregular spelling patterns,
and may come up during decodable texts. 

 

DECODABLE READING



Short, daily sessions. Aim for 15 minutes a day!
Create a special ‘reading space’. Same time, same place makes for a cosy, predictable routine!
Model a love of reading and promote a language rich environment. Make reading part of
every day life!
Be patient, positive & make reading an enjoyable experience!
Encourage and celebrate not only accuracy, but effort too!
Let your child hold the book, encourage them to ‘track’ with their finger.

HOME READING TIPS: A HOME READING ROUTINE

Reading at home should be fun, simple and consistent. Remember, the goal is for our
children to love reading! Aim for 15 minutes a day.  

Before reading, set your child up for success! Home reading is not a test, aim to give your
child your undivided attention and support them whilst they read. 

Introduce the book: talk about the illustrations, title, author and illustrator. 
Make a prediction/activate prior knowledge: what do you think this book will be about?
Complete any ‘warm up’ sections within the front cover of the book (this may help your
child ‘preview’ any sounds or heart words within the books, and promote fluent reading.
Encourage the child to track whilst they read the book. Use the ‘Pause, Prompt, Praise’
outline below to respond to reading errors. Focus on the words, not the pictures. 
Explain the meaning of any difficult or new words. 
At the end, have a quick conversation about the book. Discuss favourite parts, retell the
story, ask and answer comprehension questions to support understanding. 



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

My child doesn’t want to read at home: 

Try these tips to make reading a fun, comfortable and enjoyable experience! 
Reading shouldn’t feel like a chore for you or your child!

read in silly voices
take turns reading pages if reluctant 
use novelty items such as 'eye spies'
read to a special teddy/reading buddy 
visit libraries - let students choose their own text & read for enjoyment 
create a special 'reading space'
visit libraries - let students choose their own texts & read for enjoyment 
model reading - children copy what you do!

My child wants to read the same book every day: 

It is okay to re-read favourites! Repetition builds fluency, we actually recommend re-reading the
same text more than once to build mastery and confidence. Students who build fluency with a
familiar book will feel success, and therefore will love reading more. Predictability can also
reduce cognitive load, and supports an enjoyable reading experience. 

My child’s book is too easy: 

If your child’s book is too easy, this is the perfect time to focus on fluency, expression, and even
comprehension! If the child confidently knows the ‘code’ (letter sounds) within a book, they
should be able to practise their fluent reading. As a child re-reads this ‘easy’ text, they will be
able to strengthen their automatic word recognition and begin experimenting with expression
(reading following punctuation, with emphasis and flare). ‘Easy’ books also build confidence. 

My child’s book is too hard: 

If your child’s book is too hard, this may mean the code, or letter sounds, have not been
explicitly taught yet. We want home readers to consolidate our class learning, so if your child is
getting stuck or frustrated, please stop. We want reading to be an enjoyable and positive
experience! If it is a ‘picture book’, this can be one that you read to your child to focus on
comprehension, vocabulary and oral language skills. 



PLD COMPREHENSION TEXTS

Recommended texts

for 6 year olds

Recommended texts

for 4 year oldsRecommended texts

for 5 year olds

Promoting Literacy Development (PLD) is our
whole school, evidence based synthetic phonics
program. PLD provides lists of developmentally
appropriate picture book recommendations. These
also come with comprehension task cards, that
along with the texts themselves, can be accessed
through your classroom teacher. 

These PLD picture books are recommended for
use to support oral language and comprehension
(text understanding) development. Students need
both decoding skills and language comprehension
to become successful readers. These are stories
you can read to your child to foster 
a love of reading. 



COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

Literal Questioning

Inferential Questioning

Children can find the answer
directly from the text. 

Requires students to use their
own knowledge alongside
information in the book to

make connections and infer
meaning.  

Comprehension describes the way a child interprets and understands a text. When a
child is reading, fluency comes before comprehension. If a child is not fluently reading,
their energy is spent decoding and little is left to focus on understanding the text.
Comprehension can be a great focus when you are reading aloud to your child. 
Focus on thinking aloud, retelling stories, and asking questions. 

Retelling stories: 
Can you tell me the story in your own words?
What happened at the beginning/middle/end?
Can you tell me the important parts that happened in
the story?

Literal questions: 
Who are the main characters?
Where does the story take place?
What problem does the character face?

Inferential questions:
Why do you think the character felt that way?
What do you think will happen next (and why)?
What clues tell you how the character is feeling?

“Children are made readers in the laps of their parents” - Emilie Buchwald

CHILDREN WHO READ FOR 15 MINUTES A DAY..

Will have a world of

imagination and

creativity opened

to them

Will improve

crticial thinking

skills 

Will have a

broad

vocabulary

Will learn how to

develop empathy
Will have reduced

stress levels

Will improve their

communication skills

Will be exposed to

1.8 million words per

year

Will have better

general knowledge

Infograph inspired by: Silly School Education


